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events) and and warehouse
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Introduction

If we look at the central management system of the dynasties in the Turan region before the
Shaybanies, it can be observed that it consisted of a dargah and a divan. Dargah - the ruling head was
the highest state office, and devans were considered executive ministries that managed tasks in a
certain area. It is obvious that such a system of governance began to change by the time of the
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Shaybanites. In the words of Azmat Zia, power has been embodied in one office in the center and in the
regions. The precise distribution of dargah and executive (devans) is not visible in this age®. That is,
now, by assigning the tasks of the special ministries, which are operated by different officials, to
different persons, the activities of the devans on various issues have been put to an end, and on the
contrary, as noted by the academician, Boriboy Akhmedov, the devan will turn into a state apparatus
dealing with finance, tax and revenue issues®.

Main part:

The change noted in the entrance to the divan during the Shaybanies period continued during the
Ashtarkhanies dynasty®. For example, in a number of works and documents related to the period of the
dynasty, it is possible to encounter a lot of information confirming this. For example, if Mutribiy
Samarkandiy notes that "...the devonbegi and his office (devonkhana) are the body that conducts the
calculation of the whole state"*, Muhammad Zaman Bukhariy notes that Ubaydullah Khan ordered the
officials and mehtars of the cabinet to re-check the documents and decrees on land rights given by
previous rulers in the hands of Joybor Khojas.> You can find a lot of information about Devon's
management of the country's finances: income and expenses, taxes, levies, land registers and
documents in other works and documents.®

It is noteworthy that the population also uses the term "devan"” to describe the issue of finance and
documentation: "When the people of our father's devan calculated its harvest, they said that it was
equal to the harvest of Samarkand"’, this can be seen in the sentence of Muhammad Talib.

In the work "Bahrul asror" written by Mahmud ibn Vali, Boriboy Ahmedov, relying on some vague
information about the devan begi and devan tanobana, points out that the number of devans (positions
in the devan) was large during the Shaybaniy and Ashtarkhaniy period in the example of Balkh region.?
However, it does not go into detail about how many there are, their names, and their functions.

The first information about the names and duties of the positions in the existing cabinet is visible in A.
Semenov's research. However, he also systematizes the information and presents it in the same way as
the management system in Bukhara was classified in the work of Mirzo Badi Devon, without
comparing it with the information from other sources.®

Significantly, the research of the sources of the history of the dynasty shows that in this period there
were several positions in the devan, which had a complex management system, and each of them had
strictly defined duties. For example, during the Ashtarkhaniy period, the people of the devan who
existed in the Shayboniy period and who were mentioned by Zayniddin Vasifiy in his work "Badoe ul-
Vagoe" when mentioning the incident of Shaibaniykhan Ubaydullakhan's era, worked in devan.™ In
particular, Mutribiy Samarkandi, a historian of the Ashtarkhanid dynasty, emphasized that the devan
system was divided into devan officials and people of the pen'!, while Muhammad Zaman Bukhariy
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also uses the phrase “pen holders (galam egalari)" in his work "Ubaydullanoma"*2. Also, in his work,

Mirzo Badi Devan defines the person who intends to work in the devan as: "...a person who wants to
learn digital pen and ink science".* Or, in another place, he calls the officials who worked in the devan
"penciler (galamkash)™ and "penciler (galamdor)" and compares them to "swordsmith (gilichkash)™ and
“swordsmith (gilichdor)"'*. In another place, the persons intending to serve in the devan are openly
called “"pencil people™®. It is worth noting that Ahmad Donish, who created during the mang’it
dynasty, alig means the people who manage the country's finances and documents by the term "people
of the pen"™.

It is necessary to clarify who exactly is meant by the poets who were glorified as the people of
knowledge in their time'’, and the people of the pen, different from the category of scientists. By
carefully analyzing the information in Mutribiy Samarkandi's work, it can be said that when he said
people of the pen, he meant those who were engaged in keeping "devani khat (documents)” in the
devan. In fact, the notes of Khoja Samandar Termiziy clarify the issue even more. When he says
"people of the pen", he emphasizes the positions of the open-minded devan, and among them he
mentions the senior devanbegi and the clerks: After the accession to the throne of the Bukhara
government and its administration was granted to His Holiness Khusomayun (Subkhankulikhon), the
shadow of Allah on earth, all the documents, papers and notebooks related to the Olampanokh ministry
were handed over to the most experienced mirzas, famous scholars who were great defenders of the
Islamic religion and who gained great respect among the people: Mirzo Aldulbogi handed over to the
devan and Mirzo Rizo to the accountants. ... The flower garden of Movarounnahr was watered with the
sweet water pouring from their pen... His Highness saw that Mirza Abdulboqi is a very capable person
with his clear mind and thinking, which reflects the world without error, and that he is working well
beyond the requirements of the ministerial task. Therefore, the khan took into account the fact that he
was decorating the khanate with his pen made of sugarcane, and rewarded him with a world-
conquering sword, and gave him another sword for his high talent in the field of penmanship. He now
has the honor of being among the khan's servants and great emirs, whether they are sitting or
standing."*® He now has the honor of being among the khan's servants and great emirs, whether they
are sitting or standing." Detailed information about the people of the pen and the staff of the devan who
worked in Devon can be found in detail in the work of Mirzo Badi Devon. That is, the people of the
pen are divided into five ranks according to the importance and similarity of the task performed by
Mirza Badi Devon, and in each rank he counts four positions according to his prestige.

At the first level of the devan system, called the people of the pen, there were four positions: devani
kalon, mushrif, daftardar and devani tanobono.

The second level consisted of such positions as munshiy, arbobi daruniy shahr, devoni arabhona,
devoni tavjih, on the third level, there were librarians, kutvol (construction), devan of the khan
saishana, and devans of beds.

The fourth level consisted of such positions as second mushrif, poygirnavis, devoni mahram, devoni
yasovul, on the fifth level, write four: secretary of the devan (sarkor muharriri), secretary of state lands
(amlok mirzosi), chronicler (reporter of current events), and warehouse secretary (warehouse
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manager)'®. Also, in the work "Machma'-ul-arkom" there are also mentions of umaras®®, whose
function was accounting, who worked in the devan, and who Mutribiy Samarkandi noted as "devan
officials", devanbegi kalon, mehtari kalon, devani sarkor, mehtar of bed room?*.

If we rely on the reports of Muhammad Talib, who paid attention to this management system in his
work, it can be understood that several mirzas served under each post according to their duties®.

Each position within the department had a strictly defined task. The first of them was the rank of
devanbegi kalon (03 Ka o) 522,

Dilorom Sangirova, who emphasized that the central management system of the Bukhara khanate was
formed in steps, writes that "Devonbegi's post is on the second step among existing titles and
positions."** For example, Boriboy Akhmedov notes that the position of devanbegi is close to the
position of the ruler after the position of otalig®. A. A. Semonov dwells on the role of the great
mansabi of devonbegi, Mirzo Badi relies fully on the information of devonbegi®. It can be understood
from the work "Machma'-ul-Arkom" that the main task of the devanbegi kalon was to control the work
of the devankhana, like the devanbeybashi under the administration of the neighboring Safaviy
dynasty®’. This included control of the amount of the state treasury, salary, allowances, funds allocated
for construction, military campaigns, money circulation, tax revenue and expenditure ledgers
performed by the clerks of the registry office. It is noteworthy that devanbegi was also responsible for
the control of devans in many regions®. In addition, devonbegi kalon was given the management of a
certain district of Bukhara province as a mirob (specialist on water issues)®.

In addition, the devanbegi kalon had additional duties. In particular, he participated in military
campaigns and commanded the army. For example, Iskandarbek Munshiy Imamqulikhan notes that in
1616, Nodir Togon was appointed as the head of the army of 30,000 men sent to capture Khurasan®,
while Muhammad Amin Bukhariy writes that the palace of Iskandar Devonbegi, Khoja Qulibi took an
active part in the army formed against Anusha Khan during the reign of Sulbhonqulikhan. It is
noteworthy that the analysis of the data in the sources shows that in many places the left wing of the
army was entrusted to the post of devanbegi. This is confirmed by Salim Serken®. For example, during
the period of Ubaydullahkhan, the left wing of the army was led by the devanbegi of O’z Temur™?, and
the devanbegi of Kutlug® during the period of Abulfayzkhan®. In general, the information from all
sources can be seen that a person in the position of devanbegi was active in battles in all periods.*®
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Also, from the notes*® of Muhammad Amin Bukhariy: "When Abdulazizkhan went to Karmana, he
transferred the government of Bukhara to the palace of Iskandar Devanbegi”, it can be understood that
he also performed the task of managing the capital when the ruler was out of the palace.

Salim Serken notes that a person in the position of devanbegi was also responsible for foreign relations
and diplomacy. In particular, a person in the position of Devonbegi, in addition to acting as an
ambassador, also acted as a mediator between the ambassadors of foreign countries and the ruler. For
example, according to the work "Tarixi Mugimkhoni”, Nadir Devanbegi mediates between Hakim
Haziq and Imam Quli Khan, the ambassador sent by Jahangirshah®’. That is, the ambassadors conveyed
their requests to the ruler through the devanbegi.** According to the information given in the sources,
this function of devanbegi remained unchanged from the beginning™ of the dynasty until its end*.

The duties of the existing positions in the cabinet under the control of devonbegi kalon" have also been
clearly defined. In particular, the role of the chief devani kalon was the custodian-keeper of the ruler's
office, only the control of documents such as the “bilg’u”, “tanho”. A. Semenov records the
confidential ledger, which is responsible for maintaining and maintaining the state's annual financial
processes, as "daftari oliy" (e _a)*,

Mushrif*?, another influential position in the Cabinet, recorded the gifts, gifts, favors and favors given
by the khan during the Ashtarkhanid dynasty, and supervised its execution*®. A. Semenov writes that
there were such things as sarpo (L), jiba (4x), javshan (<s2)*. M. Abduraimov said that among
the gifts of the ruler recorded by the mushrif in the book were suyurg’ol, tanho and other land forms.
Notably, M. Abduraimov calls this notebook "iron notebook™ (daftari temir) in his research work. The
purpose of this was to prevent falsification of the document in the hands of the owner, so that it would
be a basis for rewriting the document when it is lost. It can be seen that the information in the "iron
book™ available in the devankhan and maintained by the employees has acquired the main importance.
For example, if the document in the hands of the owner is lost, he applied to the registry office and re-
registered the land for himself on the basis of "daftari temir”. However, if the official information that
the land belongs to him did not come out from the " daftari temir ", the land in question was taken away
by the officials of the registry office and turned into real estate land®. In addition, the owners of the
land in the secluded, suyurg’ol order had to approve the land document every year by these devans*®. In
addition, the owners of the land in the secluded, suyurg’ol order had to approve the land document
every year by these devans®’.

According to M. Abduraimov, the above situation was implemented every time the ruler changed®. In
the works of Mutribiy Samarkandiy "Tazkirat ash-shuaro™ and Khoja Samandar Termiziy's "Dastur ul-
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mulk" it is noted that there was a position of daftar (Jl2) in the court®. According to Mirzo Badi
Devon, the bookkeeper supervised the hiring and firing of “tanhodor” and “suyurg’ol” owners>’.

Tono?lona devani (4btk o) s0) calculated the input taxes and output costs from spring and autumn
crops’.

On the next level was the position of munshi (<), who was glorified as "saroy tugronavisi"*.

Candidates appointed to this post should be madrasah educated, broad-minded, talkative>, and should
write beautifully in all forms of letters called “nastaliq”, especially in a letter of introduction®. The
task®® of this post was to write down and confirm the ruler's favors, prayers and greetings, wishes and
convey™® them to the owners, just like in the Shaybanies period during the Ashtarkhanies period, or in
the Safavies state ruling in neighboring Iran®. For example, Muhammad Amin Bukhariy
Subkhankulikhan defeated the khan of Khiva Anushakhan: “"... well-known writers, munshies with a
good mind, including Mullah Bargatiy and Mullah Mir Muhammad, munshies made the woven gem
into the thread of the sentence and the pearl metaphors into the joy of the essay with wonderful,
meaningful and pleasant words, and sent the letters to the surrounding and sides,” he writes®®. These
documents written by the munshi were usually edited by the ruler. Muhammad Zaman Bukhariy
Mahmudbiy otalik appealed to Ubaydullakhan for forgiveness and asked the amirs to forgive him, so
Ubaydullakhan ordered to write a letter to Munshi. But that letter was returned several times because
Ubaydullakhan did not like it>°.

Arbobu daruni shahr (e 052 b)) was controlled by the city council over the canals and canals in
the city and was responsible for its cleanliness®.

The task of the devan of Arabkhana was to resolve the affairs of the Arab community, how to employ
them and include them in the ranks of the army®’. A. According to Semenov, the cabinet also had the
authority to collect taxes for emergency situations®?. This court was headed by a person in the position
of “parvonachi”63.

Devan of Tavjikh (455 o) s2) avorij (was responsible for the accuracy of the tax, khiroj, zakat and duty
book) and the tavjih (expense) book. This post is subordinated to the daftardor and devan of
tanobona®™.

The third level is the practice of librarians, candidates for which are taken from people who have
attended a madrasa and have a high level of knowledge of calligraphy, painting, and literature. The
main task of the “kitobdor” (bookkeeper's) office is the same as it was during the Shaybanies period®,
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or similar to this office's function under the administration of the neighboring Safavies dynasty® - the
works of scholars, poets and poets dedicated to the khan were delivered to the khan and after he
accepted them, they were kept in order in the library®’. He also had additional duties. In particular, he
copied rare and valuable books in the library, or, in times of need, he also acted as an ambassador of
the ruler. For example, if Muhammad Yusuf Munshiy notes that he moved the divan of Khafiz Shiroziy
by the order of Mawlana Khoja Yodgor Abdullaziz Khan®®, Khoja Samandar Termiziy and Muhammad
Amin Bukhariy write that when Subkhankulikhan's son Siddig Muhammad rebelled, Khoja
Muhammad Amin sent a kitobdor” to call him to order®®™.

The task of the Bakhshi (<2), which is in the next place, was to allocate funds for construction works
carried out in the country and control it"".

The task of the Amir's saiskhana was to prepare the royal horses, mules and camels, their necessary
harnesses, collars, amulets, tabl (drum), tablchop, whip, muglai, jiga, gajjim, uzangi, cover and similar
things’2.

Next, the task of the devan of beds was to list the things that went into the humdar's treasury, and to
respond to the clothing, weapons and their expenses’®.

In the next steps were mushrif khurd (2,55 < 5), poygirnavis (o«s&4), devan of makhrams,and the
devan of yasovuls. Among these, special attention should be paid to the Devan of Yasovullar. For
example, the sources mention a lot of information about the Yasovuls working both in the presence of
the khan and in the divan. It is noteworthy that most researchers associate them with one career’™.
However, an in-depth analysis of the information about this career and comparison with special works
devoted to the administration of neighboring countries requires a different approach to the issue. For
example, even if we look at the administration of the Iranian state under the rule of the neighboring
Safavies, there were "yasovuls of war", "yasovuls of conversation”, and "yasovuls of assembly", each
of which had its own task. Among them, the yasovuls of kur were engaged in the execution of the

decrees of the devanbegi court, while the rest directly carried out the tasks of the ruler’.

The analysis of the sources of the dynasty allows to divide the Yasovuls in the administration into two.
For example, the Yasovuls of the first round were responsible for the safety of the Khan®, they
guarded the Khan's army and ensured his safety during his travels. In particular, the work "Muxit ut-
tavorix™ mentions the following information about this situation: "The old and the young came on foot
to the mosque of Odina and “kissed the feet and legs” of the prophet (Subhonqulikhan - J.S.) with great
pleasure and joy, they prayed. The tyrants with luxurious wealth would like to stop the citizen from this
action. But Hazrat Khan, the darvishes, forbade the Yasovuls from this work’’. This information is also
confirmed by the records of Mirzo Badi in the Devonian century. For example, he mentions the office
of Yasovul among the posts that he mentioned as people of the pen, and he also mentions the name of
Yasovul when he lists the posts that he served in the palace. With this, the rascals mentioned among the
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palace officials and servants are responsible for the negligence of the ruler as above. and those who are
busy with the execution of the decisions of the office.

In particular, the task of the devan of yasovul, who was in the house of devan, was to collect various
taxes and fees.

Muhammad Tolib writes the following sentences in his work "Matlab ut-tolibin" during the time of
Bogi Muhammad Khan, mentioning the incident that happened with this dewan: "...he appointed
Sharifzada Yasovul to collect the “zakot” of the province. The mission of this Yasovul was receiving
the sheep belonging to Khan's people which were taken as zakot. When the khoja heard this, he brought
the young man, laid him on the ground and beat him, and he died from the blows of the beatings’®. Or,
in another place, it is said about the additional levy: "Abdulaziz Khan ordered to give one rifle for
every fifty acres of land to the landowners of the Bukhara region for the provision of the army" Boba
Yasovul was entrusted with the implementation of this work. This young man came to visit our great
father and announced his service. This young man came to visit our great father and announced his
service. Because of his great compassion for the Muslims, our holy father took the judgment from his
neck, tore it, and hitting the poor man with his cane, he said: Your Khan is busy praying for the
Muslims at this time. You made up this heresy! Asking for forgiveness, Yasovul left the relationship of
our great father and brought the situation to the emirs of the time. From these notes, it is possible to
confirm Mirzo Badi Devan's opinion that he also participated in the council of the devans.

And finally, there were four secretaries on the last level, the first one was the secretary of the secretary
of devan (sarkori mukharriri), the second one was the secretary of state lands (amlok mirzosi), the third
one was the chronicler (recorder of current events) and the fourth one was the secretary of the
warehouse (the warehouse manager)’®. Each of them recorded the work process of the joint place®.

It is also possible to find information in the sources that during the dynasty there were two mehtars
whose duties were related to financial matters. For example, Javshan Qalmoq appoints mehtar Po‘lad’s
son Ubaydullo to the position of senior mehtar. Qobuliy, who closely helped Javshan Qalmoq and at
this time was working as a mehtari of the bed room, was dissatisfied with him because he was looking
for this position and was not given it, and started to organize a rebellion against Javshan Qalmog®. I.
Nizomiddinov calls them "chief mehtar" and “ordinary mehtar"®2. On the contrary, Mirzo Badi Devon's
notes clarify the matter. According to him, the positions of mehtari kalon and mehtar of bed existed. If
we look at the events related to the monetary reform of Muhammad Zaman Bukhariy in 1708, it can be
seen that he was responsible for the salaries in the palace, the ruler's expenses, receiving and sending
ambassadors, and the salaries allocated for the military®.

It is noteworthy that Mirzo Badi Devon clearly mentions the duties of these two positions. The duty of
the mehtari kalon, who belongs to the category of “umaros” mentioned by Mirzo Badi devan, was to
collect 1/4 of the ushur (dahyak) from the Muslims, half of the ushur from the non-Muslims, and the
ushur of the military with cash, grain and other found things®, while the mehtari of bed was
responsible for the necessary troops and soldiers fulfilled the task of providing clothes and paying
salaries from the treasury®.
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The chief's cabinet was tasked with accounting for state properties, mills, and stores, and paying the
expenses of the ruler's harem®.

As a conclusion, during the administration of the Ashtarkhanies dynasty, the activities of the central
and regional government offices will not disappear completely, as during the Shaibanies period. On the
contrary, there has been a change in its functions, and it will continue its activities as a state institution
dealing mainly with the country's financial issues.
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