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Abstract: 

This study aimed to measure the quality of student papers in the 

Agrotechnology Study Program at UPN "Veteran" Yogyakarta and 

assess their potential for publication in scientific journals. 

Questionnaires were given to lecturers to gather data based on 

high standard criteria for scientific journal publishing. Results 

showed that 65% of respondents believed that student papers could 

be published in scientific journals. Additionally, 70% of 

respondents noted that the papers had novelty value, contributed to 

science, technology and knowledge, addressed urgent problems, 

and had a formulated conclusion. However, the writing quality 

needs improvement according to 61% of the respondents. 

Furthermore, 65% of respondents assessed that the papers lacked 

depth in analysis and synthesis. In addition, only 50-80% of the 

references used were primary and latest references. These findings 

suggest that Agrotechnology Study Program student papers need 

improvement in writing, analysis, and the use of primary and latest 

references to meet the high standards of scientific journal 

publication. 
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1. Introduction 

Student thesis (Skripsi) must be published on journal or proceedings. Skripsi is result of scientific 

research work. Usually, it was saved in university repository and can not be accessed easily. The 

access of a research result determines its impact to the society and science. Jurnal or proceedings was 

publication media to publish the finding from the research. Jurnal or proceedings have bigger 
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opportunity to deliver the finding to many people because it easy to be accseed. It makes the impact of 

skripsi for society and science high. Publication on jurnal and proceedings increase author reputation. 

Publish skripsi on jurnal or proceedings is important. 

Thesis and other scientific works can be published in scientific journals if it meets certain criteria. The 

first, the paper must be scientifically interesting. Novelty and new contributions, the relevance of the 

articles referred to in the discussion in the article, the use of appropriate methodologies that can answer 

the problem, the existence of wrong assumptions are also aspects that are considered by reviewers in 

scientific journals. Another thing that shows the good quality of a scientific paper is the conclusion 

that is supported by relevant data, includes sufficient statistical analysis, has a clear gap analysis 

against previous research 
[1]

. 

This research was conducted to observe the quality of student thesis (skripsi) to be published at 

journal. The study result will be used to improve the quality of skripsi and increase number of student 

publication on reputated journal. 

The number of publications by Indonesian researchers in scientific journals is low 
[2,3]

. This can be 

seen from the low number of scientific publications by students 
[4]

. Various ways are needed to 

increase the number of publications by Indonesian researchers including undergraduate student. 

Publication by students is regulated in Indonesian government policies. Student scientific articles are 

part of the assessment that affects the accreditation of study programs 
[5]

. Based on the Circular of the 

Directorate General of Higher Education of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of 

Indonesia Number 152/E/T/2012 27 January 2012, students are required to publish scientific papers 
[6]

. 

The obligation to publish for students is regulated through Regulation of Ministry of Education, 

Culture, and Technology of the Republic of Indonesia Number 44 of 2015 
[7]

. 

Publication by student provides important benefits for students and study programs. Publications 

provide students with analytical and writing skills. Publication by students enhances the reputation of 

study programs and universities 
[8]

. University policies to increase scientific publications by students 

need to be made 
[9]

. 

In order to make the university policies about student publication, it is needed to measure the quality of 

student research and writing based on the quality requirement for journal publishing. Writing ability 

has an influence on the quality of the paper. It affects the feasibility of the paper to be published in 

scientific journals. Writing ability is influenced by the ability and intensity of students in reading 

scientific works. In addition, it is also influenced by the intensity of writing exercises 
[10]

. 

Writing bibliography and citations is an important skill for writing 
[11]

. Beginner writers including 

students can do plagiarism accidentally because they are not careful when writing quotes or citations 
[12]

. A study showed that the American Psychological Association (APA) citation model was the most 

frequently used with an error rate of more than 60% 
[13]

. Various software has been widely used to 

make it easier for writers to write citations and bibliography. Some of them are Mendeley, Zotero and 

End 
[14]

. In addition to these applications, the "references" feature in Microsoft Word is also 

recommended for use 
[15]

. 

Lecturers have a big role in student thesis. The quality of interpersonal communication between 

lecturers and students when writing thesis has a strong influence on student motivation 
[16]

. The same 

thing will happen to the writing of scientific papers. It is also necessary to study the readiness and 
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willingness of lecturers in guiding students and/or graduates in publishing thesis in scientific journals. 

The quality of lecturer communication to students and/or graduates in publishing thesis in scientific 

journals is increasingly decisive during Covid-19 pandemic. Electronic mail and WhatsApp are the 

most widely used communication media. Even so, obstacles can still occur such as the lack of effective 

communication through these media. So that the direct communication process is still needed by 

paying attention to health protocols 
[17]

. This is an indication that the process of publishing theses in 

scientific journals will be more difficult if the graduates are already outside the region. Because 

communication can only be done online and is less effective. 

2. Methodology 

Research was conducted in Study Program of Agrotechnology Universitas Pembangunan Nasional 

Veteran Yogyakarta. The research was conducted by using questionnaire. The correspondents are 

lecturer in Study Program of Agrotechnology. The criteria of correspondents are lecturer who has been 

an examiner in a thesis exam.  

The questionnaire questions are made based on criteria of high standard paper for scientific journal 

publishing. The standard follows the Scientific Journal Management Editorial Guide from Directorate 

of Intellectual Property Management Republic of Indonesia. The questionnaire consists by three group 

of questions: 1) novelty & contribution to science, 2) the urgency of the issue raised, and 3) quality of 

writing, research, and discussion written.  

The level of novelty & contribution to science were assess by three questions: (1) Could the papers be 

published in a scientific journal that is indexed by sinta (Indoneisa Science and Technology Index)?; 

(2) Do the papers have novelty value?; and (3) Do the papers have a contribution to the development 

of science, knowledge, and technology?. The correspondent answers the questions by choose eleven 

level (0 until 10). The level 0 means “cannot” or “do not have”. The level 10 means “can” or “have”. 

The answers were analysis by grouping into four categories (Table 1). 

Tabel 1. Grouping of novelty & contribution to science answer 

Level Category 

Question 1. Could the papers be published in a scientific journal that is 

indexed by sinta (Indoneisa Science and Technology Index)? 

0 – 2 Papers cannot be published 

3 - 5 Papers is difficult to be published 

6 – 8 Papers might be published 

9 - 10 Papers can be published 

  

Question 2. Do the papers have novelty value? 

0 – 2 Papers do not have novelty value 

3 - 5 Papers might not have novelty value 

6 – 8 Papers might have novelty value 

9 - 10 Papers have novelty value 

  

Question 3. Do the papers have a contribution to the development of 

science, knowledge, and technology? 

0 – 2 Papers do not have contribution 
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3 - 5 Papers might not have contribution 

6 – 8 Papers might have contribution 

9 - 10 Papers have contribution 
 

The level of urgency of the issue raised on papers was assess by a question, Do the papers raise an 

urgent problem? The correspondent answers the questions by choose eleven level (0 until 10). The 

level 0 means that the papers did not raise urgent problem. The level 10 means that the papers raised 

an urgent problem. The answers were analysis by grouping into four categories (Table 2). 

Quality of writing, research (experimental process), and discussion were assessed by several questions, 

Do the papers have clear, straightforward, and easy to understand writing; Do the papers have depth of 

analysis synthesis, and conclusion. The correspondent answers the questions by choose eleven level (0 

until 10). The level 0 means that the papers “did not have it”. The level 10 means that the papers “have 

it”. 

Quality of writing, research, and discussion were assessed by other question such as percentage of 

primer references and latest references between the references that was used in the papers. The 

correspondent answers the questions by choose eleven level (0% until 100%). The level 0% means that 

the papers “did not have primer or latest references”. The level 100% means that all references used 

were primary and latest references. The answers were analysis by grouping into four categories (Table 

3). 

Tabel 2. Grouping of urgency of the issue raised answer 

Level Category 

Question 4. Do the papers raise an urgent problem? 

0 – 2 Papers did not raise urgent problem 

3 - 5 Papers might not raise urgent problem 

6 – 8 Papers might be raised an urgent problem 

9 - 10 Papers raised an urgent problem 
 

Tabel 3. Grouping of novelty & contribution to science answer 

Level Category 

Question 5. Do the papers have clear, straightforward, and easy to 

understand writing 

0 – 2 Papers do not have 

3 - 5 Papers might not have 

6 – 8 Papers might have 

9 - 10 Papers have 

  

Question 6. Do the papers have depth of analysis synthesis. 

0 – 2 Papers do not have 

3 - 5 Papers might not have 

6 – 8 Papers might have 

9 - 10 Papers have 
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Question 7. Do the papers have a conclusion that was formulated from 

the newfound? 

0 – 2 Papers do not have 

3 - 5 Papers might not have 

6 – 8 Papers might have 

9 - 10 Papers have 

  

Question 8. How many percent references that was used are primary 

references? 

0 – 2 Less than 20% are primary references 

3 - 5 20 – 50% are primary references 

6 – 8 50 – 80% are primary references 

9 - 10 80 – 100% are primary references 

  

Question 9. How many percent references that was used are latest 

references? 

0 – 2 Less than 20% are latest references 

3 - 5 20 – 50% are latest references 

6 – 8 50 – 80% are latest references 

9 - 10 80 – 100% are latest references 
 

3. Results and Discussion 

Assessment of novelty & contribution to science show that more than 78% respondent answer that 

student papers under their appraisal can be published in a scientific journal because it has novelty and 

contribution to the development of science, knowledge, and technology. Figure 1 show that 65% 

respondent assessed student papers under their appraisal might be publish in scientific journal. It is 

related with the answer to question 2 and 3. In the question 2 and 3, 70% respondent conveyed that 

student papers under their appraisal might have novelty value and contribution to the development of 

science, knowledge, and technology. 

Assessment of urgency of the issue raised in the paper show that no one respondent confidence to 

assess student paper under their appraisal raised urgent problem. Mostly respondent (74%) answers 

that student paper under their appraisal might raise urgent problem. 
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Figure 1. Percentage of the chosen answer to question 1, 2, and 3 by respondent. 

 

Figure 2. Percentage of the chosen answer to question 4 by respondent. 

 

Figure 3. Percentage of the chosen answer to question 5 until 9 by respondent. 

In the figure 5, show that mostly respondent said that the student papers under their appraisal have a 

clear, straightforward, and easy to understand writing (61%) and depth of analysis synthesis (65%), 

and conclusion (70%). 65% of respondent said that papers under their appraisal have 50-80% primary 
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and latest reference. 

4. Conclusion 

The quality of Agrotechnology Study Program Student’s Papers needs to be improved in the part of 

writing, analysis and used of primary and latest references. For further research need to be assessed 

student papers quality after conducting some writing workshop to the student of Agrotechnology Study 

Program. 
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