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Abstract: 

This article depicts an archaeological survey of the Kuva city 

which has been one of the main economic and cultural centers 

with an important role in Central Asia. 
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Fergana Valley is one of the historical and cultural regions with a special place in the chain of world 

civilization. Several world-class discoveries, considered the most important in our history, were made 

in the valley area. In particular, our archaeologists found and studied the oldest human settlements in 

Asia in the Selungur cave near the city of Haydarkon. The age of these findings is estimated to be 750 

thousand to 1 million years [1]. At the same time, the valley is one of the oldest centers in Central 

Asia, where the first farming culture was born and formed. The last quarter of the 2
nd

 millennium BC 

and at the beginning of the 1st millennium BC, more than 80 places of ancient farming culture were 

found and studied by archaeologists in this area [2].  

It should be said that for the emergence and development of urbanization processes, certain external 
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and internal factors, or in other words, urban signs, must be manifested. These signs for the ancient 

cities of Central Asia were perfectly developed by archaeologists in Uzbekistan such as A.A.Askarov, 

T.Sh.Shirinov, E.V.Rtveladze, M.H.Isomiddinov, B.Matboboev, A.Anarboev, B.Abdullaev [3]. 

Recently, B. Kh. Matboboev summarized the archaeological monuments corresponding to the status of 

the "oldest and oldest city" in the territory of Uzbekistan into two large groups[4]. According to him, 

Dalvarzin is among the oldest cities in the valley, and the ruins of Eilaton, Mingtepa and Kuva are 

among the oldest. However, during the period of the former Soviet regime, among a group of 

"centered scientists", there were controversial opinions that the culture of urban development in the 

Fergana Valley appeared late compared to other lands, that the archaeological monuments of Dalvarzin 

and Chust did not have the status of a city[5], and as a result, the history of urban culture here was 

marked by a time of two thousand years. But another "central scientist" U.A. Zadneprovsky put forth 

the idea that there was an ancient culture of urban planning in the Fergana Valley and that this process 

has ancient roots, and he defended it until the end of his life. This scientist developed five 

archaeological signs for the first cities of Fergana[6]. These signs have not lost their importance to this 

day. According to him, to be a city, there must be a large area, a perfect defense system, a separate 

arch, farming, crafts and trade center. It took more than a quarter of a century to identify these 

archeological signs and substantiate them. The most gratifying thing is that in recent times, the fact 

that the culture of urban planning in the valley has ancient roots has been recognized by such well-

known scientists as A. Askarov, V. Masson, A. Sagdullaev. That is, previous ideas[7] that Dalvarzin 

was formed as a city in the IX(?)-VIII-VII centuries BC are being supported[8].  

One of the economic and cultural centers that played an important role not only in the valley, but also 

in the history of Central Asia, is the ruins of the old city, which is closely connected with the current 

city of Kuva. Local residents call the monument, which has survived to this day, "shahristan".  

The study of the history of Kuva (Qubo in written sources) has always been in the attention of 

archaeologists, because archaeological excavations and finds serve as the main source for uncovering 

its secrets. True, in some written sources, Qubo is mentioned for the first time as the residence of the 

heir to the throne in the historical events of the 8th century [9]. But since the 10th century, Kuva is 

often mentioned in written sources. The study of the history of Kuva has covered nearly 100 years and 

can be divided into three stages.  

Phase I lasts from the last century to the beginning of its 60s. For the first time, the study of urban 

ruins by researchers was carried out by representatives of exact sciences. That is, the city of Kuva was 

mentioned for the first time by V. N. Weber in connection with the saltpeter reserves of the Fergana 

Valley. In 1916, another geologist, A. Voznesensky, visited Kuva and discovered cultural layers 

(bricks, dishes, ash, etc.) for the first time[10]. In 1939, during the construction of the Great Fergana 

Canal, V. D. Zhukov inspected Kuva, demolished some materials and determined its location[11]. 

M.E. Masson, another participant of the observation work during the construction of this canal, 

researches the constellations on the south side of the city of Kuva, ceramics of the XI-XVII 

centuries[12]. V. D. Zhukov now visits Kuva again during the construction of the Southern Fergana 

Canal, but does not carry out inspections [13]. So, at this stage, archaeological explorations were not 

conducted in Kuva, but were limited only to the collection of materials.  

Phase II covers the period from 1951-1952 to 1980-1990. Kuva is the focus of large and regular 

archaeological excavation expeditions. In particular, in 1951 U.A. Zadneprovsky, a participant of the 

complex archaeological expedition of Pamir-Fergana, conducted archaeological work in Kuva. For the 

first time, Kuva materials are divided into three historical periods. It was U.A. Zadneprovsky's work 
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that inspired the next big work in Kuva. Finally, since 1956, the employees of the Institute of History 

and Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan conducted large-scale and 

regular archeological excavations under the leadership of Ya. Gulomov. Scientific research was 

extensive and was carried out in different parts of the monument. Each excavation was focused on a 

specific goal and covered different areas related to the history of the city. For example, defensive walls 

should be studied by Kh.Muhammedov, cultural layers and their periodization by I.Akhrorov, arch by 

V.A.Bulatova and others [14]. Unfortunately, the work started was not completed and many data were 

not saved, many of them were lost for various reasons. Some were published later[15]. Only the results 

of V.A. Bulatova's excavation of the Buddhist temple in the second city and the settlement nearby are 

excluded from this. This structure in Kuva is the only Buddhist temple in the area between China and 

Sogd. Many opinions have been expressed about its origin and characteristics in our country and 

abroad[16]. So, until 1970, archaeological excavations continued in Kuva. But its results did not 

satisfy the experts. 

After that, Phase III began in the 1990s and continues to this day. It is from this period that the 

attention to Kuva increased. The reason for this was, first of all, that this city was a major 

archaeological monument in the valley. Secondly, the materials of Kuva of the previous period were 

not published, and many aspects of its history were dark for historians. At this stage, the staff of the 

Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan and the Museum of Local History 

of the Fergana region conducted extensive excavations. G. P. Ivanov, head of the department of the 

Museum of Local History, conducted scientific research in Kuva in 1994-1997 with the help of the 

local authority and his own initiative. Mainly, attention was paid to the date of construction of the 

defense walls of Kuva city, the construction features of the arch, and the history of craftsmanship. The 

team of the Institute of Archeology also took part in these works. In December 1997, in preparation for 

the anniversary of Ahmed al-Farghani, the government of the Republic of Uzbekistan decided to 

conduct a large archaeological excavation in Kuva. The team of the Institute of Archeology organized 

a large archaeological complex expedition under the leadership of T.Sh.Shirinov with the Museum of 

Local History of Fergana.  

Excavations were conducted in January-October 1998. Archaeological excavations were conducted in 

10 points of the city of Kuva. Complexes belonging to three periods of the city's history were found in 

them: 

1. The oldest period of the city; 

2. Antiquity and the early Middle Ages; 

3. The Middle Ages [17]. 

Based on the collected materials, a museum was established here. The results of the excavation are 

reflected in the book published in English and Uzbek languages and in the reports of archaeologists 

published in various magazines[18]. 

After the jubilee celebrations, G. P. Ivanov continued archaeological excavations in Kuva [19]. 

Foreign scientific organizations also helped him in this work. New information was collected about the 

historical structure and development features of the city. 

In May-June 2022, according to the order of the Fergana regional government, professors and teachers, 

graduate students and students of Fergana State University in cooperation with the Fergana regional 
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branch of the Cultural Heritage Agency carried out the next excavation and research work. The main 

goal of the archaeological research was to restore the traces of life and socio-economic relations in the 

upper layer of the monument by identifying the architectural and other material and cultural finds in 

the part of the city of Kuva designated as the ruler's residence. Archaeological excavations were 

carried out in three excavation areas of the monument measuring 10x10 meters.  

Thus, Kuva has passed through three major stages in the history of archaeological research and is now 

one of the best-studied cities in the valley. In our opinion, the historiography of archaeological study 

has led to the following results:  

 Kuva has long been a major commercial, economic, religious and cultural center in the Fergana 

Valley. The fact that a mint operated here indicates that it also played an important role politically. 

 The time has already come to summarize the collected archaeological materials. It is necessary to 

publish a separate monographic study. 

 Large-scale archaeological excavations should be carried out in the city of Kuva, it should be 

covered with a glass device and turned into a museum under the "Blue Sky" within the "Kuva 

Archaeological Complex", and taking into account the role and importance of the city of Kuva in 

history, the issue of its anniversary should be put on the agenda. 

List of References: 

1. Islamov U.I., Kakhmal K.A. Палеоэкология и следы древнейшего человека в Центральной 

Азии [Paleoecology and traces of ancient man in Central Asia] Tashkent. 1995. 

2. Zadneprovsky U.A. Динамика развития оседлоземледельческой культуры Ферганы. 

[Dynamics of the development of the settled agricultural culture of Fergana] // Аральский кризис 

(историко-географическая ретроспектива) [Aral crisis (historical and geographical 

retrospective)]. Moscow. 1991. 

3. M. Isomiddinov, A. Alokhunov. Фарғона водийси бронза ва темир даврида. [Ferghana Valley in 

the Bronze and Iron Age] - Fergana.: Classic, 2021. -184 p. 

4. Matbabaev B.Kh. Древные города Ферганской долины (по археологическим материалам) 

[Ancient cities of the Ferghana Valley (based on archaeological materials)] // «Буюк Ипак йўли 

ва Фарғона водийси” мавзусидаги республика илмий-амалий анжуман материаллари. 

[Proceedings of the republican scientific-practical conference on "The Great Silk Road and 

Fergana Valley”] Tashkent., 2004. P. 27-33.  

5. Sagdullaev A, Yuldashev I. О некоторых вопросах истории ранних городов и государств 

долины Ферганы. [On some issues of the history of the early cities and states of the Fergana 

Valley] // O'zbekiston tarixi.[History of Uzbekistan] № 3., 2008. P. 54-60. 

6. Zadneprovsky U.A. Типология и динамика развития городских поселений древней Ферганы 

[Typology and dynamics of development of urban settlements of ancient Fergana] // Тезисы 

докладов сессии, посвященной итогам полевых археологических исследований 1972 года в 

СССР. [Abstracts of the reports of the session dedicated to the results of field archaeological 

research in 1972 in the USSR] Tashkent., 1973. P. 88-90. 

7. Matbabaev B. Ранный город Ферганы и вопросы начального этапа государственности. ТД 

МК «Археология, история и культура» посвящ. 60-летию акад. АН РУз, проф. Э.В. 

Ртвеладзе. [Early city of Fergana and issues of the initial stage of statehood. TD MK 



CENTRAL ASIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HISTORY (ISSN: 2660-6836)  |  Volume: 3 Issue: 8  |  August-2022             67 

 

 

 

E-mail address: editor@centralasianstudies.org 

(ISSN: 2660-6836).. Hosting by Central Asian Studies. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

Copyright (c) 2022 Author (s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of Creative Commons Attribution License 

(CC BY).To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

 

"Archaeology, history and culture" dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Academy of Sciences 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan, prof. E.V. Rtveladze. Tashkent., 2002. P. 77-78.  

8. Sagdullaev A, Yuldashev I. О некоторых вопросах истории ранних городов и государств 

долины Ферганы [On some issues of the history of the early cities and states of the Fergana 

Valley]// O'zbekiston tarixi. .[History of Uzbekistan] № 3., 2008. P. 59. 

9. Bulgatova B.А. Древняя Кува. [Ancient Kuva] Ташкент., 1972. 

10. Voznesensky A. Месторождение калийной селитры в Ферганской области [Birthplace of 

potassium nitrate in the Fergana region] // Геологический вестник. [Geological Bulletin.] №2. , 

1916.  

11. Zhukov V.D. Отчет о работе второго отряда археологической экспедиции на строительстве 

БФК [Report on the work of the second detachment of the archaeological expedition on the 

construction of the Great Fergana Canal] // Тр. Института истории и археологии АН 

Узбекистана.[ Tr. Institute of History and Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of 

Uzbekistan]-Tashkent. , 1951. 

12. Masson M.E. Из воспоминаний среднеазиатского археолога. [From the memoirs of a Central 

Asian archaeologist]- Tashkent. 1976. 

13. Zhukov V.D., Археологические объекты на трассе Южного Ферганского канала 

[Archaeological objects on the route of the South Fergana Canal] // Известия Уз ФАН. №1. [ 

Izvestiya Uz FAN. No. 1.] –Tashkent. 1940. 

14. Shirinov T.Sh, Matboboev B.Kh, Ivanov G.P., Kubo city in Akhmad al-Fargoni’s epoch. Tashkent. 

1998. 

15. Akhrarov I., 1973. Археологические раскопки в шаҳристане городища Кува [Archaeological 

excavations in the shakhristan of the Kuva settlement] // IMCU. Issue. 10. Tashkent P. 58-65. // 

Varkhotova D.P., 1990. Керамика VII-VIII вв. с городища Кува [Ceramics of the 7th-8th 

centuries. from the settlement of Kuva] //IMKU. Issue. 24. Tashkent. P. 144-158.  

16. Stavisky B.Ya., Судьбы буддизма в Средней Азии (по археологическим данным). [The fate of 

Buddhism in Central Asia (according to archaeological data)]. Moscow. 1998. 

17. Matboboev B.H., Ivanov G.P, Mirzaakhmedov D. K. and others. Қувада 1998 йили олиб 

борилган археологик ишлар ҳисоботи. Ўзбекистон Республикаси Фанлар Академияси 

Археология институти архиви. [Report of archaeological work conducted in 1998 in Kuva. 

Archive of the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan] 

Samarkand. 1999. 

18. Ivanov G.P., К вопросу о дате зарождения города Кува [On the question of the date of the birth 

of the city of Kuva] // Мат-лы респуб. научно-практической конференции на тему «Великий 

Шелковый путь и Ферганская долина». [Materials of the republic. scientific-practical conference 

on the topic "The Great Silk Road and the Fergana Valley"]. Andijan. P.41-44. 2004. 

19. Ivanov G.P., Abdulahatov N., 2003. Раскопки городища Кува [Excavations of the ancient 

settlement Kuva] // Археологические исследования в Узбекистане . [Archaeological research in 

Uzbekistan] - Tashkent. P.65-67. 2002. 


