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Abstract 

 

This article analyzes the composition, historical and cultural significance, and exhibition potential of 

the archaeological collections from the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya Provinces stored in the funds 

of the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve. These collections constitute an important body of material 

sources illuminating the uninterrupted historical development of Southern Uzbekistan from the 

Eneolithic period through the 19th century. The article examines, on a chronological and typological 

basis, the artifacts associated with Chimqo’rg’on, Sopollitepa, Jarqo’ton, Pishaktepa, Yerqo’rg’on, 

Ancient Termez, Zartepa, Polvontepa, Sho’rtepa, To’g’aytepa, Qoratepa, Kofirtepa, Oqsaroy, Gumbazi 

Sayyidon, Sultan Saodat, and the Yakkabog’ madrasa. The study reveals the role of these collections 

in illuminating early civilization, urban development, craftsmanship, religious rites, Islamic-period 

culture, Timurid-era architecture, and the religious-educational centers of the khanate period. The 

article also substantiates the possibilities of creating thematic exhibitions, using 3D reconstructions, 

historical maps, and interactive museum technologies on the basis of the collections. 
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Introduction 

The territory of Southern Uzbekistan is one of the important historical spaces in 

Central Asian history where ancient civilizations, early urban development, trade routes, 

religious-cultural processes, and craftsmanship traditions took shape. The Kashkadarya and 

Surkhandarya oases stand out as a region in which, from the Eneolithic and Bronze Ages 

onward, ancient agricultural culture, early cities, defensive structures, religious centers, and 

major craftsmanship traditions developed. 

The archaeological collections from the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya Provinces 

stored in the funds of the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve constitute an important 

scholarly source for studying the historical development of these regions. These collections 

include objects from Chimqo’rg’on, Sopollitepa, Jarqo’ton, Pishaktepa, Yerqo’rg’on, Ancient 
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Termez, Zartepa, Qoratepa, Kofirtepa, Oqsaroy, Gumbazi Sayyidon, and other sites. They 

demonstrate the development of ancient production activity, Bronze Age urban culture, 

ancient trade connections, pre-Islamic religious rites, Islamic-period craftsmanship, and 

Timurid architectural decorative art in the territory of Southern Uzbekistan [1], [2], [3], [4], [5], 

[6]. 

The main aim of this article is to determine the historical and cultural value of the 

archaeological collections from the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya Provinces stored in the 

funds of the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve, to analyze them by period, and to 

substantiate the possibilities for their display in museum exhibitions. Issues related to 

presenting the history of Southern Uzbekistan on the basis of these collections through 

regional, periodical, and thematic approaches are also examined. 

 

Research Method 

 

Results and Discussion 
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Conclusion  

The archaeological collections from the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya Provinces 

stored in the funds of the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve are important scholarly sources 

illuminating the uninterrupted historical development of Southern Uzbekistan from the 

Eneolithic period through the 19th century. Through these collections it is possible to trace 

the development of early production activity, Bronze Age civilization, ancient urban 

development, religious rites, Islamic-period craftsmanship, Timurid-era architecture, and the 

religious-educational centers of the khanate period in the region. 

The analyses show that the Chimqo’rg’on, Sopollitepa, and Jarqo’ton finds are 

important for illuminating the early civilization and urbanization processes of Southern 

Uzbekistan; the Pishaktepa, Yerqo’rg’on, and Ancient Termez collections are valuable for 

revealing ancient urban culture; the Qoratepa, Kofirtepa, and Termez artifacts are significant 

for demonstrating religious, craftsmanship, and Islamic-period culture. The Oqsaroy and 

Gumbazi Sayyidon architectural decorations from the Shahrisabz region display the high 

level of Timurid-era art. 

The organization of regional, periodical, and thematic exhibitions on the basis of these 

collections will serve to enhance the scholarly and educational potential of the Samarkand 

State Museum-Reserve. In particular, exhibitions such as “Southern Uzbekistan — Cradle of 

Early Civilization,” “Ancient Termez and the Urban Culture of Southern Sogd,” “Pre-Islamic 

Religious Rites in Sogd and Bactria,” “Islamic-Period Cities and Craftsmanship Centers,” and 

“The Land Where Amir Timur Was Born and Raised” can more broadly reveal the content of 

these collections. 

The archaeological collections from the Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya Provinces 

constitute an important component of the funds of the Samarkand State Museum-Reserve, 

providing the opportunity to present the history of Southern Uzbekistan as a holistic and 

continuous process. The in-depth scholarly study, cataloguing, application to exhibitions, and 
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display of these objects using modern museum technologies are of great importance for the 

popularization of Uzbekistan’s archaeological heritage. 
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