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Abstract 

 

The article analyzes the stages in the formation of ethnographic collections in world museums, as well 

as their scientific, institutional, and exhibition characteristics. The study generalizes the museum 

experience of Europe, the United States, Russia, and Asian countries and reveals the role of such 

factors as geographical discoveries, colonial policy, scientific expeditions, nation-state building, and 

modern museum ethics in the formation of ethnographic collections. It also examines the influence of 

the centralized museum policy of the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union on the formation of 

ethnographic collections in the museums of Central Asia, including Uzbekistan. The article further 

substantiates the necessity of digitalizing collections, working with local communities, preserving 

intangible cultural heritage, and interpreting collections within their cultural context at the present stage. 
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Introduction 

Ethnographic collections occupy a special place in the history of world museum 

studies. They serve as an important scientific source of information on the material culture, 

traditional way of life, handicrafts, religious beliefs, rituals, and social relations of different 

peoples. Through such collections, it is also possible to study the historical development, 

cultural memory, and distinctive worldview of entire societies. 

The formation of ethnographic collections in world museums was not a uniform 

process. In European countries, this process developed mainly in connection with 

geographical discoveries, maritime trade, colonial policy, and private collecting. In the United 

States, ethnographic collections were formed on the basis of anthropological research and 

the need to document the cultures of Indigenous peoples. In the Russian experience, 

examples of material culture collected from the territories of the empire, including Turkestan, 

the Caucasus, Siberia, and the Far East, were concentrated in central museums. In Asian 

countries, ethnographic collections were more closely connected with the idea of preserving 

national identity, historical memory, and cultural heritage within the country. 
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The relevance of this article lies in the growing need to reinterpret ethnographic 

collections as sources that represent the cultural memory, intangible heritage, and social 

experience of a people. In particular, studying international experience is of great importance 

for the museums of Uzbekistan in collecting ethnographic collections, preparing scientific 

documentation, digitalizing collections, interpreting them in museum exhibitions, and 

presenting them in cooperation with local communities. 

The formation of ethnographic collections in the museums of Uzbekistan reflects 

complex historical processes associated with the periods of the Russian Empire, the Soviet 

era, and independence. During the colonial period, local culture was studied mainly as an 

object of external scientific observation, while during the Soviet period ethnographic objects 

were often presented within the framework of centralized scientific and ideological 

interpretation. After independence, these collections began to be reinterpreted in connection 

with national heritage, historical memory, local cultural diversity, and intangible cultural 

heritage. 

The purpose of this article is to identify the theoretical and practical significance of the 

formation of ethnographic collections in world museums for the museum studies of 

Uzbekistan through an analysis of their main historical stages and models. The article 

summarizes the experience of Europe, the United States, Russia, and Asian countries and 

substantiates the need for the scientific documentation, cultural interpretation, digitalization, 

and reconsideration of museum collections in Uzbekistan on the basis of modern museum 

ethics. 

 

Research Method 
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Results and Discussion 
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Conclusion  

The experience of the formation of ethnographic collections in world museums is a 

complex historical process closely connected with geographical discoveries, colonial policy, 

scientific expeditions, nation building, the preservation of cultural heritage, and modern 

museum ethics. Ethnographic collections are important sources that reflect the material 

culture and way of life of different peoples, while at the same time expressing the scientific, 

political, and cultural views of the societies that collected them. 

Based on the results of the study, four main models of the formation of ethnographic 

collections were identified: the imperial or colonial model, the scientific expedition model, the 

open air and reconstruction model, and the national heritage model. Although these models 

have appeared in different forms in the history of world museum studies, their influence can 

also be observed in the history of museums in Uzbekistan. 

The formation of ethnographic collections in the museums of Uzbekistan developed 

in connection with the external scientific interpretation of the Russian Empire period, the 

centralized expedition and ideological approach of the Soviet period, and the national 

heritage model that emerged after independence. At the present stage, it is necessary to 

reassess these collections according to the principles of modern museum studies. 

In conclusion, the museums of Uzbekistan should give priority to the scientific 

documentation and digitalization of ethnographic collections, identifying their provenance, 

cooperating with local communities and craftsmen, and presenting the cultural, functional, 

and symbolic context of objects in museum exhibitions. Only then will ethnographic 

collections become an active source of national memory, cultural continuity, and modern 

museum education. 

Practical recommendations: 

1. International experience should be adapted to the local historical and cultural context 

when forming and interpreting ethnographic collections in the museums of 

Uzbekistan. 

2. During the scientific documentation and digitalization of ethnographic collections, 

documentation should not be limited to the name, material, and date of an object. 
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Information about its context of use, local name, function, and its connection with a 

craftsman or community should also be recorded. 

3. It is advisable to interpret ethnographic objects preserved in regional and district 

museums within cultural contexts such as way of life, handicrafts, clothing, rituals, 

house interiors, and economic activities. 

4. A comparative study of the ethnographic collections of Samarkand, Bukhara, 

Khorezm, Fergana, Kashkadarya, and Surkhandarya can help identify local handicraft 

schools and regional cultural characteristics. 

5. The use of reconstructed interiors, handicraft workshops, ritual scenes, mannequin 

displays, audio visual interpretation, and multimedia technologies in museum 

exhibitions provides a more complete understanding of ethnographic objects. 

6. Museums should cooperate with local communities, craftsmen, folklore performers, 

community elders, and heritage holders. This helps connect ethnographic collections 

with living cultural memory. 

7. When working with ethnographic collections, it is important to follow the principles of 

modern museum ethics, including identifying the provenance of objects, respecting 

cultural sensitivity, taking community views into account, and avoiding stereotypes in 

interpretation. 
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