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Abstract 

 

The Jadid movement that emerged in Turkestan at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th 

century was significant not only as an enlightenment movement but also as a socio-political movement 

aimed at reforming various aspects of public life. As the Jadids advocated for the construction of an 

all-round progressive society in their programs, they paid special attention to the issue of women. In 

particular, questions of women’s health, family upbringing, sanitation, and hygiene occupied an 

important place in the Jadid press and their programmatic views. This article analyzes the social views 

of Turkestan Jadids directed toward improving women’s health on the basis of historical sources. 
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Introduction 

The representatives of the Jadid movement – a socio-political and enlightenment 

movement in Turkestan at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century – 

developed their programs with the aim of reforming various spheres of public life. National 

intellectuals included in their programs ideas such as eliminating the superstitions that had 

become embedded in the rules of Islamic Sharia, reforming schools and madrasas, 

organizing new-method schools, and sending gifted youth abroad for education, alongside 

the issue of women. The Jadids expressed their views on the education, upbringing, health, 

and social status of women in the pages of the press. In their view, social progress was 

inextricably linked with raising a healthy family and a well-rounded generation. For this 

reason, national intellectuals, through the press, urged their contemporaries to pay serious 

attention to children’s health from birth, to carefully raise girls, and to increase mothers’ 

medical literacy. The Jadids’ views on women’s health, child upbringing, and hygiene 

standards are considered important both for their own era and for the present day. The article 

draws on the press articles and works of Turkestan Jadids such as Mahmudkhoja Behbudi, 

Haji Muin Shukrullo, Abdurauf Fitrat, and Vadud Mahmud. The Jadids particularly 

emphasized that women, as the bearers of a healthy generation, need to be protected and 

their health treated with special care, precisely because of their delicate nature.[1][2][3][4] 

 
*Corresponding author : tilavovashahnoza249@gmail.com  
Article history   : submitted; 2026/01/15 revised; 2026/02/23 accepted; 2026/03/10, published; 2026/04/20 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
mailto:tilavovashahnoza249@gmail.com
mailto:tilavovashahnoza249@gmail.com


 
Central Asian Studies of Social Science and History 
e-ISSN 2660-6836 
Vol 7 No 2 (2026) Page 297-301 
 

 

298 | Salohitdinovna, T. S. (2026). Views of Turkestan Jadids on Women’s Health. Central Asian Journal of Social Science 

and History, 7(2), 297-301. https://doi.org/10.51699/cajssh.v7i2.1368  

Research Method 

 

Results and Discussion 
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Conclusion  

The Jadids included the issue of women in their programs imbued with the idea of 

national independence. In their views, they emphasized to their contemporaries that women 

are the raisers of a healthy generation, and that therefore special attention must be paid to 

women’s health and education. The Jadids’ views on women’s education, upbringing, and 

health remain significant both for their own era and for the present day. 
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