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Abstract 

This article examines the journalistic legacy of Said Rizo Alizoda within the early twentieth-century Jadid 

movement in Turkestan from a socio-philosophical perspective. It highlights the author’s views on 

language, education, enlightenment, national identity, patriotism, and social justice, and elucidates their 

significance in the process of national awakening. Alizoda directly links social progress to the 

development of human thought, moral advancement, and enlightenment, while interpreting ignorance 

as a major obstacle to social development. In addition, his activities in publications such as Oyna, 

Samarqand, Hurriyat, Zarafshon, and others, as well as the key ideas expressed in his journalistic 

heritage, are systematically analyzed. 
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1. Introduction 

The national awakening process that took place in the early twentieth century in 

Turkestan and the Emirate of Bukhara was closely connected with the activities of the Jadid 

enlightenment movement. During this period, the press became an important instrument for 

preparing society for social change, fostering national identity, and promoting ideas of 

progress. One such intellectual was Said Rizo Alizoda, who, through his journalistic legacy, 

brought pressing socio-political issues to the forefront by analyzing the challenges of societal 

development.[1] 

Alizoda’s journalism was not limited to merely describing social reality; it was also aimed 

at revealing its philosophical essence. He interpreted concepts such as the human being, 

society, state, nation, education, freedom, and progress in an interconnected manner, 

substantiating their role in national development.[2] 

In Alizoda’s journalistic works, the factors hindering social progress are critically 

analyzed. He attributed the social backwardness of the people primarily to illiteracy, ignorance, 

and indifference toward science and knowledge. In his view, the main obstacle to national 

progress is not external forces, but rather the internal moral and spiritual crisis of society. 

Alizoda regarded ignorance as a social vice in his writings. He emphasized that a society 

detached from knowledge loses its opportunities for development, becomes politically 
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dependent, and weakens economically. These views are consistent with the Jadid 

movement’s idea that “salvation lies in science and enlightenment”. From a philosophical 

perspective, this idea expresses the dialectical relationship between human consciousness 

and social progress. He further emphasized that societal transformation begins, first and 

foremost, with the transformation of human thinking. [3] 

2. Methodology 

This study is based on a historical-philosophical and analytical approach to examining 

the socio-political and philosophical views expressed in Said Rizo Alizoda’s journalistic 

heritage. The methodological framework includes historical analysis, comparative analysis, 

content analysis, and socio-philosophical interpretation of primary sources. Particular attention 

is paid to Alizoda’s articles published in the Jadid press, including Oyna, Samarqand, Hurriyat, 

Zarafshon, Sharq, and Shu’la-i Inqilob, as well as his independent publications.[4] 

The research also applies a contextual approach, situating Alizoda’s ideas within the 

broader intellectual and socio-political environment of early twentieth-century Turkestan and 

the Bukhara Emirate. In addition, the hermeneutic method is used to interpret the philosophical 

meaning of key concepts such as nation, language, education, freedom, morality, and 

progress in his writings. Through this methodological combination, the study identifies the 

interconnection between Alizoda’s journalistic discourse and the ideological foundations of the 

Jadid enlightenment movement, particularly in relation to national awakening, educational 

reform, and social modernization.[5] 

3. Results and Discussion 

Said Rizo Alizoda is recognized as a prominent enlightener, publicist, linguist, translator, 

editor, and educator who played an important role in the socio-cultural life of Samarkand and 

Turkestan in the early twentieth century. He was one of the active participants in the Jadid 

movement and made significant contributions to the widespread promotion of ideas of national 

awakening, the formation of a modern education system, and the development of the national 

press. Through his multifaceted activities, Said Rizo Alizoda contributed not only to the spiritual 

life of the Uzbek and Tajik peoples but also to the broader development of the enlightenment 

movement in Central Asia.[6] 

He worked alongside leading representatives of the national awakening movement such 

as Mahmudxo‘ja Behbudiy, Abduqodir Shakuriy, Siddiqiy-Ajziy, Hoji Muin, Vadud Mahmud, 

Ismatullo Rahmatullayev, and Abdulhamid Majidiy. Like these enlighteners, Alizoda 

consistently promoted the idea that science and enlightenment were the primary means of 

liberating society from ignorance and backwardness. His socio-political and educational views 

were closely intertwined with ideas of national progress, free thinking, spiritual development, 

and the modernization of society.[7] 

Said Rizo Alizoda was one of the exceptionally knowledgeable and highly intelligent 

intellectuals of his time. According to sources, he mastered or had a strong command of 

approximately fourteen languages. His proficiency in Uzbek, Tajik, Russian, Persian, Arabic, 

Turkish, and other languages enabled him to study and promote the cultural and scholarly 

heritage of various peoples. His broad worldview, strong memory, diligence, and constant 

pursuit of knowledge were highly valued by his contemporaries. In this respect, Said Rizo 

Alizoda can be regarded as a figure who embodied the ideal image of a Jadid intellectual. 

From an early age, he developed an interest in journalism and began writing articles in 

Uzbek, Tajik, and Russian. His initial creative activity was associated with the newspaper 
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Samarqand and the journal Oyina, published under the leadership of Mahmudxo‘ja Behbudiy, 

where Alizoda was one of the most active contributors and close collaborators. Through these 

publications, he authored influential articles on public enlightenment, national development, 

educational reform, language, and cultural issues [8]. 

Said Rizo Alizoda’s contribution to the development of the national press is particularly 

noteworthy. In 1914, he used his own funds to publish an information leaflet titled Telegraf 

Xabarlari, aiming to promptly inform the public about important national and international 

events. This publication served as a modern means of information dissemination for its time. 

In 1917, he served as the editor of the newspaper Sharq and also worked as a translator and 

correspondent for the newspaper Hurriyat. Through these publications, he promoted ideas of 

national liberation, social justice, and the protection of public interests [9]. 

Starting in 1922, Said Rizo Alizoda worked as a department head at the Zarafshon 

newspaper. At the same time, he was directly involved in the establishment and development 

of Ovozi Tojik, one of the first national newspapers in the Tajik language. This demonstrates 

that he holds an important place not only in the history of the Uzbek press but also in the 

development of the Tajik national press. 

A particularly significant aspect of his journalistic activity is the Sharq Mash’ali magazine, 

founded in 1919. Published in Persian-Tajik, this journal quickly gained wide popularity, 

reaching a circulation of around four thousand copies. It was distributed not only across 

Turkestan but also in Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey, India, and several Arab countries. This 

indicates that Alizoda’s enlightenment ideas attracted attention at an international level as 

well.[10] 

As a publicist, Said Rizo Alizoda used various pseudonyms. His known pen names 

include Bahlul, Zambur, Ranjbar, Bog‘ishamoliy, Shapaloq, and S.A. Articles published under 

these pseudonyms critically examined social ills such as bureaucracy, illiteracy, 

backwardness, and various shortcomings in society. In particular, his feuilletons and critical 

essays encouraged readers to think critically, recognize their rights, and strive for progress. 

Alizoda paid special attention to the role of the press in public life. He regarded the press 

as a force that leads people toward enlightenment, shapes social consciousness, and 

awakens the nation. In his view, newspapers and journals are not merely tools for 

disseminating information but spiritual institutions serving national development. Therefore, in 

one of his articles, he stated: “The teacher and the editor are the two hands of the nation” [11]. 

Through this idea, he emphasized education and the press as two fundamental pillars of 

national progress [12]. 

Said Rizo Alizoda, with his rich scientific, journalistic, and educational legacy, occupies 

a distinguished place in history as one of the leading representatives of the national awakening 

period. His socio-political views and his ideas on education and the press continue to retain 

their relevance today. Therefore, his life and creative work require in-depth study not only from 

a historical perspective but also from philosophical, political, and spiritual viewpoints. 

In Alizoda’s journalistic heritage, issues such as national identity, preservation of the 

mother tongue, educational reform, and responsibility for the fate of the homeland occupy a 

central place. In his articles, the spiritual development of the nation and its socio-political 

progress are interpreted as an interconnected process. According to the author, the most 

important condition for national development is the preservation of a nation’s language, 

culture, and spiritual values. 

His article titled “Every Nation Takes Pride in Its Language”, published in issue No. 35 

of the journal Oyina in 1914, vividly reflects his views on national language and identity. In this 
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article, the author defines language as the fundamental marker of a nation’s existence and 

emphasizes that its loss leads to spiritual decline. He wrote: “If we do not protect our language 

and literature and continue to add foreign words to it, in a short time we will lose our language 

and our nation. And when we lose our nation, our faith will inevitably disappear as well. 

Therefore, protecting our language from foreign words is our first and most important duty” 

[13]. 

Through these ideas, Said Rizo Alizoda interprets language not merely as a means of 

communication, but as an important social institution that preserves the historical memory, 

spiritual heritage, and cultural identity of a nation. His views are consistent with ideas later 

developed in theories of nation-state formation and national identity construction. According 

to the author, the devaluation of language leads to the weakening of national consciousness, 

while the weakening of national consciousness, in turn, negatively affects the socio-political 

development of the nation [14]. 

In his journalism, Said Rizo Alizoda also paid great attention to the problems of the 

education system. His articles critically analyze the functioning of schools and madrasas in 

Turkestan and substantiate the advantages of the new-method (modern) education system. 

The author considers raising the educational level of the population a key condition for social 

progress and therefore views backwardness in education as a threat to the nation’s future. 

The publicist particularly emphasizes the importance of primary education. In his view, 

the process of educating the younger generation, the future of the nation, should be in the 

hands of teachers who are knowledgeable, progressive-minded, and loyal to national 

interests. From this perspective, he compares old and new-method schools, seeking to justify 

the superiority of modern pedagogical approaches. He regarded the improvement of the 

education system as one of the most important foundations of social development. 

In one of his articles, he sharply criticized the educational stagnation among the Muslims 

of Turkestan, wrote: “However, we Muslims of Turkestan not only fail to establish new-method 

schools and madrasas, but we still consider them innovations and even forbidden. I do not 

know what has happened to us Muslims of Turkestan. Oh, Turkestani brothers! Oh, 

compatriots! How long will this negligence last! How severe is ignorance!” [15]. 

These appeals reflect the core objective of the Jadid movement, the idea of freeing the 

people from ignorance and guiding them toward the path of national progress. The author 

views ignorance not only as an educational problem but also as a serious obstacle to socio-

political development. Therefore, in his journalism, the idea of enlightenment becomes closely 

intertwined with the ideals of national liberation and progress. At the same time, Said Rizo 

Alizoda clearly understood that enlightenment alone is not sufficient to solve social problems. 

In his view, without transforming the economic and political relations within society, it is 

impossible to resolve all issues solely through education. This perspective demonstrates his 

realistic approach to social reality. 

Alizoda’s views on this matter are reflected in his article “On the Events of Bukhara”. In 

it, he sharply criticized the social backwardness, political authoritarianism, and oppression of 

officials in Bukhara. Deeply distressed by the difficult condition of the people, the publicist 

places great hope in the emergence of educated, patriotic, and initiative-driven youth capable 

of taking responsibility for the country’s future. Here, the author identifies the enlightened 

individual as the key agent of social progress. 

Alizoda’s patriotic views are further clearly expressed in his article “Turkestan Is Our 

Homeland”, published in issue No. 4 of the journal Shu’la-i Inqilob in 1919. In it, he analyzed 

the severe hardships brought upon the country by colonial rule and calls on the people to 
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national unity and a sense of responsibility for the fate of the homeland. He wrote: “When the 

fate of our homeland was in the hands of the oppressive Tsarist government, when our land 

was trampled by outsiders, when our honor suffered in the bloody grasp of others, we 

remained indifferent to the heart-wrenching cries of the homeland”. These ideas embody 

opposition to colonial policy, respect for national values, and concern for the liberation of the 

homeland. According to the author, indifference to the future of the nation is not the moral duty 

of anyone; rather, it is the moral duty of every individual to care about it. In this regard, Alizoda’s 

journalism plays an important role in shaping ideas of national awakening and mobilizing 

society toward socio-political engagement. 

In Alizoda’s articles, issues such as language, education, enlightenment, national 

identity, patriotism, and social justice are interpreted as closely interconnected. This 

demonstrates that in his journalistic legacy, socio-political problems are analyzed not only in 

a practical sense but also through a deeper philosophical dimension. An analysis of Said Rizo 

Alizoda’s journalistic heritage shows that his socio-political views are closely aligned with the 

core ideas of the Jadid movement in Turkestan and are aimed at fostering the nation’s spiritual 

awakening, social progress, and political consciousness. The issues raised in his articles not 

only reflect the realities of a specific historical period but also express the theoretical and 

philosophical foundations of national development. 

First, Said Rizo Alizoda regarded the national language as an essential marker of a 

nation’s existence and considered the preservation and development of the mother tongue a 

fundamental condition for maintaining national identity. In his view, the loss of language leads 

to the spiritual and cultural decline of a nation. Therefore, in his works, he promoted the idea 

of protecting language as an important factor in national development. 

Second, the author interpreted education and enlightenment as decisive factors in 

societal progress. He criticized the shortcomings of the traditional education system in 

Turkestan and substantiated the need to introduce modern schools, acquire contemporary 

knowledge, and educate the younger generation in a national spirit. In his view, science and 

enlightenment emerge as the main driving force of social development. 

Third, Said Rizo Alizoda paid special attention to issues of social justice, public interests, 

and governance. He criticized colonial policy, the oppression of local officials, and social 

inequality, emphasizing the need to establish fair social relations that serve national interests. 

Fourth, the idea of patriotism occupies an important place in his journalism. The author 

regarded the fate of the homeland as the moral responsibility of every citizen and called on 

the people to national unity and struggle for freedom and progress. These ideas had a 

significant impact on the formation of the ideology of national awakening. 

Fifth, Said Rizo Alizoda viewed the press as an important instrument for renewing 

society. In his opinion, the press is a force that shapes public socio-political consciousness 

and leads the nation toward enlightenment and progress. In this sense, he made a significant 

theoretical and practical contribution to the development of national journalism. 

4. Conclusion  

In conclusion, the analysis of socio-political issues in Said Rizo Alizoda’s journalism is 

based on the idea of the interconnection between human, national, and societal development. 

His views on language, education, enlightenment, social justice, and patriotism have not lost 

their relevance even today. Therefore, Said Rizo Alizoda’s journalistic heritage is highly valued 

in scholarly research as one of the important sources for the development of national socio-

philosophical thought. 
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