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Abstract 

 

This article examines the role of Bukhara in the political processes that shaped Amir Timur’s rise to 

power in Transoxiana. Drawing on the scholarly views of F.H. Kasimov, the study highlights Bukhara’s 

importance not only as a major urban centre but also as a significant social, economic, religious, and 

strategic base. Particular attention is paid to the city’s role in political mobilisation, the formation of 

local support networks, and the consolidation of centralised authority. The article also evaluates 

Kasimov’s contribution to the historiography of the Timurid period and emphasises the need to interpret 

Bukhara as an active factor in the political history of medieval Central Asia. 
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Introduction 

Bukhara was one of the major political, economic, and cultural centres of medieval 

Central Asia. Its strategic location, developed urban life, and religious influence allowed the 

city to retain its importance even during periods of conflict and political instability. In the history 

of Amir Timur’s rise to power, Bukhara played a notable role as a regional centre with 

significant social and strategic potential[1]. 

This article examines the place of Bukhara in the political processes of fourteenth-

century Transoxiana through the scholarly views of F.H. Kasimov. In his work Bukhara in the 

Timurid Period, Kasimov presents the city not merely as a setting for historical events, but as 

an active factor in the consolidation of political authority. The study also highlights the 

historiographical value of his approach and its contribution to understanding the role of 

regional urban centres in medieval state-building. 
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Conclusion  

The analysis of F.H. Kasimov’s Bukhara in the Timurid Period shows that Bukhara 

played an important role in the political processes of fourteenth-century Transoxiana. Its 

strategic location, economic resources, religious prestige, and social networks made the city 

more than a setting for individual events in Amir Timur’s biography. During the early stages 

of his struggle for power, the Bukhara oasis served as a place of refuge, a route of movement, 

and a source of local support. Although the available evidence does not justify describing the 

entire population of Bukhara as a unified political force, it indicates the existence of influential 

groups and networks that contributed to Amir Timur’s consolidation of authority. Kasimov’s 

main scholarly contribution lies in interpreting Bukhara as an active regional factor in the 

formation of a centralised state in medieval Central Asia. 
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