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Abstract 

 

This article examines the process of development of urban planning culture in Khorezm during the 
14th–15th centuries in connection with the consolidation of power by the Timurids. After Khiva joined 
the centralized empire under Amir Temur (1372-1388), the urban facilities were rebuilt, infrastructures 
restored, and economic life activated. Referencing available archaeological data, written reports, and 
material culture the study shows rebuilding of city walls with doll house scale mosques in Gurganj 
(Tashqala), Mizdahkon, Devkesgan Wazir and numerous other locations, along with restoration of 
canals for irrigation, caravan routes and gardens. The geometrically planned garden architecture and 
the production of Timurid ceramics, influenced by local traditions as well as more distant sources, are 
amongst its best-known features. The results demonstrate that if the Timurid era was one of decline, it 
was structured urban revival, and that it incorporated Khorezm into a broader imperial cultural and 
architectural system spanning Central Asia. 
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1. Introduction 

 

The annexation of Khorezm by Amir Timur and the Timurids during the period of 1372-

1388 held pivotal significance both for the oasis itself and for the consolidation of power within 

the centralized empire. Consequently, the separatist tendencies of the local aristocracy the 

Qongirat Sufis seeking autonomy from the Golden Horde Khans were notably strengthened. 

The integration of this region into a powerful, centralized state served to revitalize urban 

culture within the oasis, leading to a significant resurgence in trade relations. Amir Timur’s 

military campaigns into Khorezm effectively undermined the territorial claims of the Golden 

Horde Khans over the province. Far from losing its former dominant economic, political, and 

cultural standing in Central Asia, Khorezm redefined its status, emerging with renewed form 

and substance [1]. 

One of the understudied chapters in the cultural history of Khorezm during the Timurid 

era is the development of urban culture in the last quarter of the 14th century and throughout 
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the 15th century; prior to the years of independence, this issue was approached with a relatively 

biased perspective [2]. The historical reality manifested in the establishment of a robust 

centralized state under Amir Timur, the reconstruction of cities, the erection of magnificent 

structures, the flourishing of craftsmanship and trade, and ultimately, the attainment of peace 

in Khorezm has largely remained outside the scope of specialized research. Indeed, 

comprehensive and objective academic studies regarding the history of not only Khorezm but 

also the peripheral provinces and ethnic groups within the territories of Amir Timur's 

centralized state were virtually nonexistent during that period [3]. 

Literаture Review 

The conclusion of archaeology and on the basis of some evidence from written sources 

is that, during this period, those irrigation systems were revitalized and new ones created. 

Irrigation facility was a matter of development, which brought prosperity and broadened the 

tax base in the country. According to the official court historian Sharaf al-Din ‘Ali Yazdi, “Timur 

did not leave a single arable land uncultivated,” meaning that “according to the official history 

in generally no fertile soil was left unploughed” [4]. Amir Timur and the Timurids developed 

extensive gardens within the cities, specially around their cities.33 Trees and flowers of 

different kinds were cultivated in those gardens.University of Calicut School of Distance 

Education Question Bank M.A History Ist year 109 Ancient India & Indus Valley JA--Introduced 

BA: M.Com. 

The staff of the Khorezm archaeological expedition under S.P. Tolstov [5] studied 

remains of a palace and environment for palace cruciform (cross-wise) garden-park complex 

in monument “lower city” the Devkesgan-Vazir, situated on Ustyurt plateau. It is well defended 

as the garden complex is surrounded by a rectangle wall. The centre of the tells contains the 

remains of a multi-roomed palace. The palace was originally surrounded by allees of trees 

and straight transverse drains, the latter being formed into numerous squares intersected by 

some score of canals. As a result, rectangulur type squarelike complex was divided into for 

rectangles layout. And these again were broken up into eight or more new squares. Against 

these canals were trees and orchards through which the water ran. Their remains have 

survived in a reduced form to the present. According to M.A. Orlov, a specialist of the Khorezm 

Archaeological Expedition, a garden park Devkesgan-Vazir formed in the 14th–15th centuries 

[6]. 

By comparison, Devkesgan and Vazir garden scheme has a similarity with the new cities 

and continuous landscape garden planning developed by Amir Timur and his successors in 

such oases as Samarkand, Shahrisabz, Herat and Tashkent. The gardens of this time were 

either of the artificially created type on a regular plan (Charbagh), or forested parks with 

natural vegetation. Nevertheless, also in the latter cases channel maintenance occurred [7]. 

An unpublished historical chronicle'' Tarikh-i Jahangushay by Atamalik Juvayni (13th 

century), records the “Residence of Pleasure – Bagh-i Hurram” also in the vicinity of Gurganj. 

The Khorezm Archaeological Expedition discovered garden-parks at Jent, Adaq (Ak-kala), 

and gardens near Shakhsanam and Yorbakir [8]. Only during Amir Timur’s times, and at the 

time of the Timurids were garden-park complexes around settlements (for example, 

Devkesgan-Vazir) with generalizing experience of the Timurid period in horticultural science 

created strictly following architectural planning. 
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2. Research Method 

 

The article presents a complex inter-disciplinary research aimed at reconstructing the 

architectural and urban planning tradition of Khorezm in Jayasi-Guragan fortress-town in the 

Timurid period (late 14th — 15th centuries) from historicist and objectivist positions. Historical-

comparative methodology and archaeological data synthesis form the chief methodological 

approach. 

First, he singled out a comparison in which the urban development of Khorezm was 

compared to that of other key Timurid cities like Samarkand, Shahrisabz, and Herat. Also 

identified common art forms (for example, the garden-park complex, fortifications) and a 

special role Khorezmian masters in the development of Timurid architecture. 

Second, the analysis is heavily dependent on critical examination of written sources. 

The actual data on military vitae and architectural waqwa had to be hunted for in chronicles 

such as Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi’s Zafarnoma, Mirkhond’s Rowzat as-Safa, and various works 

by Munis and Agahi. The proposed textual evidences were further cross-checked with material 

data to ensure their validity. 

Third, the archaeological systematization procedure was used to explain data obtained 

from the Khorezm Archaeological Expedition (headed by S.P. Tolstov) and later studies. This 

included the study of the topographic position of ancient settlements (Devkesgan-Vazir, 

Gurganj/Tosh-kala, Mizdakhkan), the pattern of irrigation network and typology of ceramic 

and architectural items (majolica, tilles). By associating the stratigraphy of these sites with 

known historical dates, the study synthesizes the process of urban recovery and enlargement 

subsequent to initial conquests by Timur Amir. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

 

As noted, the integration of the Khorezmian communities into Amir Timur’s centralized 

state established a peaceful existence, put an end to internal strife, and initiated a process of 

economic growth. Historical sources and archaeological research confirm that during the reign 

of Amir Timur and the Timurids, the defensive city walls and housing in Hazorasp, Khiva, Kat, 

Gurganj (Tash-kala), and Vazir (Devkesgan) were reconstructed. Archaeological finds dating 

to the Timurid period in Shemakhakala, Adaq, Mizdakhkan, Tosh-kala, Ak-kala, and Puljay 

demonstrate the cultural resurgence of this era. The development of urban planning at the 

Mizdakhkan monument is being thoroughly clarified through archaeological excavations. 

According to research results, a Juma (Friday) mosque was functioning at the Mizdakhkan 

site itself during the period under study [9]. 

The site of a majestic mosque with a substantial area has also been studied at the Adaq 

monument in Western Khorezm. It included a special room for a sheikh. In the 16th century, 

Mirkhond mentions Adaq in his work Fathnoma, and information about it is also provided in 

the 19th-century works of Munis and Agahi. It is historically known that the Timurid Sultan 

Husayn Bayqara lived in this place for some time in 1461 [10]. 

One of the northeastern points of the oasis is the Baghdad monument. Based on a waqf 

document established in Gurganj, Academician Ya. G. Gulyamov asserts the existence of the 

Baghdad (old Kerdor) canal and a village-community of the same name during the Timurid 

period [11]. This gives rise to the valid opinion that these toponyms belonged to settlements 
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located in the remote regions of northern Khorezm, which were village stations situated on the 

caravan route running along the eastern Aral towards the lower Syr Darya basin. 

During the era of Amir Timur and the Timurids, old caravan routes were active, new 

structures were built, and craftsmanship expanded. As a result of subsequent archaeological 

research, numerous craft and trade locations and stalls were uncovered in the city center of 

Gurganj during the Timurid period, known as Tosh-kala (the Kaan neighborhood) [12]. 

Specifically, archaeological excavations at Tosh-kala in 1952 demonstrate that Gurganj’s 

defensive structures (fortress towers, walls) and trade-craft neighborhoods of the 15th-17th 

centuries were restored based on the models of the Mongol period and that it was a developed 

city. 

The results of archaeological investigations allow for the identification and comparison 

of the “Kaan” neighborhood (quarter), which Amir Timur ordered to be restored in 1391, with 

Tosh-kala in Old Urgench (Gurganj). One of the renowned researchers of Timurid history, 

Academician B.A. Ahmedov, relying on written sources particularly the data of Sharafuddin Ali 

Yazdi—notes that the “destroyed structures” were restored by Amir Musa “within a short time,” 

renewing the old appearance of the city (Gurganj). The fact that Gurganj was the site of a 

siege and defense during Amir Yedigey’s conflict with his rival Pulad Khan in 1408–1411, and 

that the population of Gurganj withstood and resisted the multi-thousand-strong army of 

Abulkhayr Khan in 1431, confirms Academician B.A. Ahmedov’s opinion that “Amir Timur did 

not level Gurganj to the ground, but gave instructions to destroy only certain defensive 

structures” [13]. Based on this, it can be stated with confidence that the Sahibkiran acted to 

put an end to internal fragmentation in order to stop the Qongirat Sufis, who had allowed for 

senseless bloodshed in Khorezm (including Gurganj) during the years 1372–1388. 

One of the written sources regarding this period, Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi’s Zafarnoma, 

reports that during the Sahibkiran’s fifth campaign to Khorezm in 1388, he sent his soldiers 

after his enemies Iligmish Oglan and Sulaymon Sufi, who had fled from Gurganj, with the 

order: “Let them conduct jihad on the road to Qumkent and Qira, and overtake the opposition” 

[14]. S.P. Tolstov notes that this city is referred to as Tirsak in written sources; however, 

according to Ya. G. Gulyamov, Qumkent corresponds to the Shemakhakala monument [15]. 

That is, if one relies on the archaeological and source-analytical studies of Academician Ya. 

G. Gulyamov, it becomes clear that the medieval city of Shemakhakala, located on the Ustyurt 

Plateau, is in essence Qumkent. This opinion is further corroborated by S.P. Tolstov’s assertion 

that “the city (Shemakhakala), together with Vazir, served as an outpost for the west of 

Khorezm even in the 16th–17th centuries”  

Vegetal symbols in the Khiva finds are expressed as a cohesive whole with one another. 

Depictions of plant shoots, leaves, and flowers are rendered in saturated cobalt on a white 

background (the primary surface color). Chinese influence is perceptible in them. Before the 

Timurids, white porcelain vessels with cobalt patterns were common among products imported 

from China to Central Asia. However, instead of this expensive porcelain (celadon), ceramic 

(kashin) vessels prepared by local craftsmen were utilized more frequently in Khorezm during 

the Golden Horde period. As noted above, these pottery products later came to be known in 

Khorezm as “Timurid pottery”. 

The urban planning culture of Khorezm is largely linked to the commonality of Timurid 

era culture, similar to developed trade centers of peripheral communities outside Transoxiana 

(Movarounnahr) that were subject to Amir Timur. Furthermore, coins of Amir Timur and Ulugh 

Beg are found at the Khorezmian sites of Mizdakhkan, Gurganj, and Devkesgan. 
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We have also previously observed that the surface of the three-tiered cenotaph 

(saghana) in the Qusam ibn Abbas Mausoleum within the Shah-i-Zinda ensemble 

(Samarkand) is covered with multi-colored relief majolica. Relief majolica is characteristic of 

the 14th-century Khorezm architectural style, and there is no doubt that it was executed by 

masters brought from Urgench by Amir Timur. 

The fact that the conical dome of the Chashma-Ayub monument in Bukhara is 

characteristic of Khorezmian architecture rather than Transoxianan architecture indicates that 

Khorezmian masters participated in its construction [9, p. 78]. This also demonstrates the 

continuity in the material culture of the two cultural-historical regions in the development of 

urban planning culture. 

In general, written sources and archaeological research indicate the existence of old 

cities such as Gurlan, Kat, Hazorasp, Khiva, Khanka, Gurganj, Vazir, Adaq, Shemakhakala, 

Tersek, and the village of Qumkent in the Southern Aral Sea region and oasis territory during 

the 14th-15th centuries, i.e., the Timurid period. It shows that other monuments of urban 

culture, such as Baghdad, Bughrakhan (Medmaniya, Khovand), Puljay, and Mizdakhkan, 

gradually began to lose their development due to the disruption of trade relations in the post-

Timurid period. 

 

4. Conclusion  

 

We can then come to the conclusion that Amir Timur’s sole intent was in fact, for 

unification of Chaghatai Ulus and thus the campaigns into Khorezm were completely founded 

upon it. Later, Khorezm became entirely united by one empire. Genghis Khan was an 

exemplar to Amir Taimur, Chaghatai’s mention filled him with great respect and honour. The 

right to Khorezm that depended on the will to restore their order and rules is exactly explained 

by this circumstance. It was not just for politics, terrorization, suppression or to crush 

resistance that cities and fortresses would be destroyed in the course of conquest. It was not 

a purpose but rather the aim, which had to do with building by reaching the population wealth 

and justice and making them feel that they absolutely had to obey unconditionally. The 

annexation of the territory under a powerful state led to the revival of economy, science culture 

and city-planning, which resulted in further trade intensification. It was a policy of Amir Timur 

which allowed the flourishing and interpenetration of urban centres, crafts, commerce, culture 

and science in Central Asia. The recently discovered monuments fully support this model of 

positive changes in the urban planning culture and the economy of Khorezm in the epoch of 

Amir Timur and the Timurids. 
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