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Abstract: Political technologies represent an essential tool in the process of managing political
processes and addressing specific issues within the scope of power. They encompass a set of
methods and strategies aimed at the effective use of resources and influencing political dynamics.
These technologies play a key role in decision-making, conflict resolution, and establishing
communications, demonstrating a more detailed level of political dependencies and connections. In
the post-Soviet space, political technologies are often associated with the manipulation of public
opinion and artificial management of political processes. These technologies can be used both to
create positive and destructive political effects, influencing social and political stability. This work
primarily focuses on the theoretical and methodological foundations of political technology
research, as well as its application in forming long-term political strategies and managing political
reality.
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1. Introduction

In today’s evolving political landscape, political technologies have emerged as one
of the most influential tools shaping governance, public opinion, and power dynamics. [1]
These technologies are not merely tools of administration or campaign strategy; rather,
they represent an entire system of methods and mechanisms that influence political
processes, structure political reality, and serve as intermediaries between theoretical
political knowledge and real-world political action.[2] Originating from the convergence
of political science, sociology, psychology, and communication studies, political
technologies encompass a wide range of practices—from electoral strategies and public
relations campaigns to manipulative tactics designed to control public sentiment and
consolidate authority. [3]Their role is especially pronounced in the post-Soviet space,
where political technologies are often associated with the artificial construction of political
processes and the maintenance of power structures. [4] In contrast, Western democracies
tend to view these technologies as tools for increasing participation, transparency, and
efficiency in political life. This article explores the theoretical and methodological
foundations of political technologies, examining their definitions, classifications, and
functional applications across different regimes.[5] By analyzing their dual capacity to
produce both constructive governance and manipulative influence, this study highlights
the critical importance of understanding political technologies not only as technical
instruments but as socio-political phenomena deeply embedded in the context of national
development and global political trends.[6] The aim is to clarify how these technologies
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function, how they evolve, and how their use reflects broader shifts in political strategy,
legitimacy, and citizen engagement in contemporary governance systems.

2. Materials and Methods

This study adopts a theoretical-analytical approach to examine the concept,
classifications, and applications of political technologies within various political systems,
particularly focusing on their manifestation in the post-Soviet and Western contexts. [7]
The research methodology is based on a comprehensive literature review and conceptual
analysis, drawing from the works of prominent scholars such as A.L. Solovyov, O.F.
Shabrov, M.G. Anokhin, and O.E. Grishin.[8] Their interpretations of political technologies
provide a framework for understanding the subject as both a scientific discipline and a set
of applied practices. Comparative analysis is used to explore the divergence in definitions
and usage of political technologies across different political regimes—democratic and
authoritarian. The study critically evaluates how political technologies function as tools
for manipulation, governance, and influence over public opinion, elections, and power
retention. [9] Emphasis is placed on exploring the interdisciplinary nature of political
technologies, which intersect with sociology, psychology, and media studies.
Additionally, discourse analysis is applied to assess how political technologies shape
narratives, manage communication, and construct political realities. The research also
reflects on the ethical implications and dual-use potential of political technologies —both
as instruments for democratization and as mechanisms of control. By synthesizing diverse
theoretical contributions and contextual examples, the study seeks to establish a structured
understanding of political technologies and their relevance in contemporary political
science and governance practices [10].

3. Results and Discussion

A Political processes in any society and state exhibit an exceptional variety of
interactions and actions, giving them a unique dynamic and complexity. On the one hand,
political processes can be seen as manifestations of a specific societal sphere, which has its
own social boundaries, internal and external interdependencies, specific groups of actors,
and characteristic features.[11] On the other hand, these processes can be represented as a
set of specific problems requiring solutions from the state and other political actors, who
undertake targeted actions and utilize certain means and resources. This approach allows
for considering power not only as an abstract social phenomenon but also as a practical
activity aimed at solving specific problems. When examining political technologies in the
realm of power, they appear as practical methods of governance, decision-making, conflict
resolution, communication establishment, and other processes that demonstrate a more
detailed level of political dependencies and connections.[12] These technologies consist of
methods and strategies aimed at effectively using resources and influencing political
processes. In this case, it is essential to consider that the actual exercise of power and
interaction with society is always linked to many factors, which can be both psychological
and material, influencing the development of political events. In political technologies, all
these diverse factors intertwine, creating complex structures of interaction and influence,
where every action or decision can impact the entire course of political dynamics. In this
context, the study of the role of political technologies becomes an essential tool for
understanding the mechanisms through which power carries out its functions and governs
political processes. The analysis of political technologies allows one to identify how
different methods and approaches in political management are connected to long-term
strategies, decision-making, and processes that can determine the stability and flexibility
of political systems. It is also important to consider that such technologies can be used to
create both positive and destructive political effects, including manipulating public
opinion, changing public moods, and influencing social and political stability. The main
objective of this work is to analyze the theoretical and methodological foundations that
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allow for systematizing approaches to the study of political technologies.[13] To achieve
this, it is necessary to consider what theories and methods political science uses to
understand and analyze political technologies, as well as which scientific disciplines can
be integrated for a deeper understanding of this phenomenon. It is crucial to emphasize
that political technologies, as part of the political process, are not limited to just election
campaigns or mass media, but cover a broad spectrum of practices aimed at managing
political reality. [14]

To understand how political technologies are implemented in practice, it is first
necessary to examine what the term "technology" itself represents. It derives from two
Greek words — techne (art, skill) and logos (science, knowledge), which together mean the
use of scientific knowledge and methods to achieve practical goals. [15] This term has
numerous interpretations, each focusing on specific aspects, qualities, and features. The
range of meanings encompasses both narrowly specialized, practical definitions that
describe technologies as tools and methods for accomplishing specific tasks, as well as
more philosophical approaches that view technology as a way of integrating knowledge
and actions in various spheres of life.

It should be noted that the term "political technologies" has become an important
concept in both scientific and practical political science, but its meaning varies depending
on cultural, political, and historical contexts. Today, the concept of "political technologies"
has a broad range of interpretations, which differ not only between individual countries
but also across different regions. In the West, within the context of mature democratic
institutions, political technologies are seen as an integral part of electoral processes and
political life, with their use focused on creating competitive elections, enhancing
democratic legitimacy, and increasing civic participation. Notably, in the West, the term
"political technologies" is used less frequently and is perceived as specific to the post-Soviet
space, denoting an industry of political manipulation. Instead, in Western political
practice, the term "technologies in politics" is more commonly used, referring to the use of
various tools and methods to improve the efficiency of political processes. In post-Soviet
countries, the term "political technologies" is often associated with manipulation, control
over public opinion and mass media, as well as the preservation of power through artificial
management of political processes. These differences in the perception of political
technologies are not accidental and have deep roots, tied to the historical, political, and
social context of each region. In the post-Soviet space, where authoritarian regimes and
strict state control existed for a long time, political technologies came to be perceived not
only as tools of rational governance but also as means of manipulation and power
consolidation.

As O. Grishin noted, despite the variety of definitions of this term, the essence of
technology boils down to the science of methods, processes, and techniques that ensure
the repeated achievement of a final result — a specific product of activity. In other words,
at the core of technology lies structured knowledge aimed at systematically and repeatedly
achieving a specific outcome, whether in production, science, politics, or other spheres.
This definition highlights the key role of technologies as tools for effective management of
processes to achieve predetermined goals. It is important to note that in the context of
political technologies, this knowledge is applied to form, alter, and manage political
reality, making it not only functional but also a powerful tool of influence on societal and
state processes. Today, it is difficult to distinguish between the categories of "technologies
in political science,” "political technologies,” "technologies in politics," "technologies of the
political process," and others. Therefore, Grishin proposes introducing an integrated
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concept of "technology of political activity," which encompasses not only the primary
political components but also a wide range of various methods and forms, such as
organizational, diplomatic, military, financial, informational, psychological, manipulative,
computer, technological, and others, aimed at achieving political goals. Political
technologies are understood as a set of the most effective techniques, methods, and
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procedures used to implement the functions of the political system with the goal of
increasing the efficiency of the political process and achieving desired results in the
political sphere.

AL Solovyov views political technologies as a system of methods and tools applied
in the political process to influence public consciousness and manage political activity.
According to him, political technologies are an important element of political practice and
play a key role in managing elections, forming political images, and implementing political
strategies. Unlike Grishin, who emphasized the structured knowledge and systematics of
political technologies, Solovyov focuses on the political context, where technologies are
used as tools to influence and manipulate public opinion, in order to change or maintain
political reality.

O.F. Shabrov notes that "political technologies are a set of methods and ways to
achieve a result, whose use affects the state and conflicting interests of significant social
groups. Ultimately, political technologies are always technologies of struggle for political
power and its retention, technologies of distribution and application of political power.

M.G. Anokhin, in his book Modern Technologies of Effective Politics, views political
technologies as a set of the most appropriate techniques, methods, and procedures for
implementing the functions of the political system, aimed at increasing the efficiency of
the political process and achieving desired results in the political sphere. In his view,
political technologies include techniques to achieve both immediate local short-term
results (tactics) and deep, global, long-term effects (strategy). The choice and application
of certain political technologies directly affect the effectiveness of political management,
regulation of political processes, as well as the stability of the political system and the
political space as a whole. According to him, political technologies largely depend on the
type of societal development (e.g., evolutionary or revolutionary processes) and the form
of political regime (democratic, totalitarian, etc.).

Typically, the need for political technologies arises in situations that require the
optimization of processes through the development of a decision-making system, which
will ensure the rationalization of the subject's activities. The main reasons for their
emergence are as follows:

a. The need for more rational, simple, and effective ways of achieving practical goals
faced by various participants in the political process;

b. Reducing the unpredictability of interactions in the realm of power, as well as the
abrupt redistribution of state resources, especially in conditions of uncertainty, which
may lead to unexpected protest movements and other situations;

c. The search for the most effective methods of managing people;

d. The possibility of more accurately determining the critical threshold values of a given
process, beyond which actors lose the ability to carry out effective and productive
actions in managing the situation, etc.

Thus, political technologies can be seen as a set of methods and procedures that
organize the means of achieving political goals and determine the sequence of actions, as
well as the development of corresponding algorithms for the behavior of actors. They are
tools for solving political problems, developing policy, implementing it, and engaging in
political activity. Political technologies serve as a link between theoretical political
knowledge and practical political activity, representing a kind of mid-level theory that
guides fundamental political science knowledge toward specific politics.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, political technologies represent a complex and multifaceted
phenomenon that plays a pivotal role in shaping, managing, and influencing political
processes in both democratic and authoritarian contexts. This study has shown that
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political technologies go beyond mere electoral strategies or media manipulation —they
encompass a broad system of methods, tools, and procedures aimed at structuring power,
resolving conflicts, guiding public opinion, and achieving both short-term political gains
and long-term systemic goals. The duality of political technologies, as instruments of both
constructive governance and manipulative control, is particularly evident in the
contrasting perceptions between Western democratic systems and post-Soviet states. In
democracies, these technologies are generally used to enhance political transparency and
participation, while in transitional or authoritarian regimes, they often serve as
mechanisms of control, image-making, and elite consolidation. The evolution of political
technologies from basic communicative tools to sophisticated systems of influence reflects
not only advancements in information and psychological methods but also a growing need
for political actors to manage complexity and unpredictability in governance. Ultimately,
the effectiveness of political technologies lies in their ability to integrate theoretical political
knowledge with real-world action, shaping political reality while also being shaped by it.
As political systems continue to evolve under the pressures of globalization, digital
transformation, and socio-political instability, the study and ethical application of political
technologies will become increasingly crucial in maintaining democratic values, ensuring
accountable governance, and safeguarding the integrity of political discourse.
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